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SCOTTISH H,S.A. - HEVSHEEX 

HUNT IFVADES RESCUE.CEIIfiE 

On. the 7th Fovember, hunt and riders of the L & R Hunt invaded land 
belonging to Gay and Andy Christie, who run the Hessilhead Vildlife 
Rescue Centre, near Beith, Ayrshire. The first the Christie's knew of it 
was when their goats came galloping up their driveway and then a wild 
roe deer ran across. 

Gay and Cindy (a volunteer helper) ran down the drive and saw hounds 
in their wood and around the deer enclosure where two young roe deer are 
kept. After a heated discussion with the whipper in, Gay got the hunt to 
leave and she then had to attend to Monty, one of the deer who had been 
so frightened by the hounds, he had run around frantically then 
collapsed. Gay was also concerned about a young pair of badgers who were 
recently released and had dug a sett in the woods. The hunt have been 
told an numerous occasions that they are not to go on to the Rescue 
Centre land and the Christie's are now considering legal action. 

On the Friday, BBC picked up on the story and a reporter and a camera 
crew visited Hessilhead with a resultant feature on the incident being 
broadcast on Reporting Scotland that evening. 

CLYDESIDE HS 

AYRSHIRE HUNT SABOTEURS REPORT 

The first meeting of the Ayrshire Hunt Saboteurs was held on the 14th 
November. Fine people turned up. Eight of these were out at the national 
hit at Symington and have been out three times since, where our numbers 
increased to fourteen with three regulars not able to make it out the 
last time. 

Ve have had good press coverage, papers and local radio and have our 
second meeting planned for the nineteenth December. 

The Eglington have failed to kill on the Saturdays we have been out. 
Special thanks go to Clydeside and Strathclyde Hunt Sabs for their help 
and support. 


On Saturday the 21st October, a van full of half drunk, half asleep 
Clydeside Sabs set out for Huston in Renfrewshire, ancient and ancestral 
home of the L & R foxhounds. Ve arrived at the kennels about six thirty 
just before dawn. After sitting around for about two hours playing 
cards, smoking, telling crap jokes and generally feeling pissed off, th 
action really started! The huntsman and whip came out dressed in dust 
coats and proceeded to take the hounds for a walk, closely 
our van (just in case they got the hounds to shit on any foxes). Fifteen 
minutes later they were back in the kennels and as nothing else happened 
in the next half hour, we went home well pleased with our days wor 
As we got to Glasgow, someone suggested we should go out in the 
afternoon for another look but not all the sabs could make it, ea cane 
twelve o'clock half a van load went out not really expecting to see 
ZThinl i£en we got to Huston it was full of horse boxes which 
everyone tried to ignore. After passing through the village on to the 
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foxes were killed as the hounds overshot. The rest of the season has 
gone well for sabs, with only one incident - again at Torphichen - when 
two foxes were killed by Ian Marfleet at a dig out. 

Edinburgh and Border sabs have also recently joined with other 
Scottish groups to hit the Eglington and then the I. & R hunt and will 

bS hlttin S other Scottish hunts in the future. 

EDIFBUEGH HS 










HUNT PESTS CONVICTED 


kt the beginning of November Edinburgh Sherriff Court took five days 
to return verdicts of guilty (breach of peace) on two Stirling Sabs, 

'not proven' (breach of peace) on one of the sabs and 'not proven 
(assault) on the L & S terrier man. Ian Marfleet, who had punched 
Edinburgh sab Mary Innes in the face. A third sab (whereabouts unknown) 

did not attend. , .. . .. 

Marfleet's solicitor conducted a particularly vicious attack on the 
image of hunt sabs in an effort to discredit their evidence against his 
client, and to imply that he was being 'set up'. Accusations of 
fanaticism, para-militarism and even drug abuse were hurled viciously or 

^^his 1 ^ all to be expected from a hirling of the hunt, but what came 
as something of a surprise was the extent to which the press followed 
this line. Articles appeared in the Scotsman, Glasgow Herald, 

Evening Mews and Daily Record during the trial, with headlines like 
•HURT MAN SET UP COURT TOLD' and 'HUNT PESTS CONVICTED .This latter 
comment was from the Record which generally takes an anti-hunt stance. 

In short, publicity surrounding the case was atrocious for Scottish 
sabs and the lesson to be learnt is more painstaking preparation of 
cases and to use similar attempts to discredit pro-hunt 
(Incidentally, our photos of the day in question proved invaluable in 
rattling hunt witnesses, so carry on snapping as many as P°;®^le. 

Ultimately sabs were convicted on police evidence and Marfleet found 
■not proven' because the evidence against him was entirely from the 
sabs. The not proven tag was at least better than a complet.• f*?****;, 
in that the sherriff was not prepared to swallow completely the p 

story. Sentencing of the sabs was deferred until April 1990 and 
'leniency' is expected if noses are kept clean. 

STIRLING HS 

EIF5 HEYS. 

The season in Fife started with the usual last minute rush, trying to 
get people and transport organised. We sabbed cubbing and we were quite 
succlKsful on the times we were out but the hunt were ° ut . * 

than us and therefore managed to scrape together ;tJufon the 

During the actual season there have been about five kills on the 
times that we were out. Most of the kills were of dubious origin^ 

The biggest problem we have had this year is getting 6ab 
effort toToS out. It's the seee old faces every week. We .till have a 
fairly good relationship with the hunt, especially after we helped the 
terrier men to dig a trapped hound from a drain pipe in the pitch dark. 

One of the sabs is an avid badger/fox watcher and has earned the 
nickname • badgerin' . He knows all the setts in the hunt country. This 
prevents many dig outs as the police respect his word and the badger 
laws although dig outs still occur on non-badger setts. 

Some sett! have been 'stopped' to prevent the fox going to ground as 
the hunt know they can't dig these. This has been reported to the police 
but they can't do anything as they are never caught at It. 

If anybody wants information on badgers or would like to go g 
watching, then get in touch with us. 








Unfortunately, In this part of the country, it is still an arrestible 
offence to sab a hunt. We have had two breach of the peace charges 
already this season. One for calling hounds and the other for spraying a 
line. Summonses are still awaited. The police are slightly better than 
they have been in the past although the occasional officer, obviously 
out for promotion, gives us a hard time. 

Hopefully, we will have a p.o.box address in the near future, so 
watch this space. 

TAYSIDE/FIFE SABS 


On Saturday 11th November, the L & R were in danger of causing a 
major accident when they ran on to a railway line near Neilstone, in 
Renfrewshire. They had picked up a strong scent of a fox which was seen 
running only yards ahead of them. They ran off at full tilt, leaving 
sabs, supporters, huntsmen and field all trailing behind. The huntsman 
completely lost them and was riding up and down the road asking 
supporters if they had seen which way the pack had gone. Three sabs 
found the hounds in a small field with several hounds up on an 
embankment, running up and down the railway tracks. Attempts were made 
to open a gate to get the hounds through a small bridge under the 
railway. As the huntsman struggled with the gate, about six or seven 
hounds wriggled under the fence and ran back an ta the line unchecked. 
During this time two trains passed, threatening hounds lives and the 
safety of passengers. Photographs were taken and were to be used by the 
Sunday Mail but the story was dropped for reasons not known. 

CLYDESIDE HS 


Lothian and Borders police sprung a surprise on Edinburgh and 
Stirling sabs on Saturday 25th November by turning up in numbers (three 
cars) for the first time in ages, including an assistant chief 
something-or-other and telling them that if they left the roads, they'd 
be arrested. They conceded there was no tresspass law as such but 'we'll 
think of something' they said. This has came after a long period of 
reasonable relations with the police at the L & S and was demoralising 
to say the least. There was a suspicion that some deal had been made 
whereby the hunt would keep their terrier men on a tighter leash, if the 
cops did the same with us. This was evidenced by the strangely subdued 
behaviour of Ian Marfleet (kennel servant). But this is only guess work 
and the next sab (December 9th) went off without police harassment but 
still with a subdued Marfleet. So fingers crossed. 

EDI NBIJRGH/ ST IRLING HS 

MOfiE,, ASSAULTS 


Saturday 18th November and November 25th saw consecutive incidents 
involving the use of horses as weapons against sabs. On November 18th, a 
joint hit at the Eglington hunt in Ayrshire with Clydeside, Edinburgh, 
Ayr and Stirling sabs, otherwise a heartening day with good pack 
response etc., was marred by the brutal riding down of a Clydeside sab 
by Eglington whipper in, Philip Lucas. The sab was sent somersaulting as 






a galloping horse was jumped into him by the irate red-coat and suffered 
shoulder damage and shock. Hospital and police station were visited 
immediately and charges are being pressed. 

The following week at the L & S huntsman David Simm cantered his 
horse into a Stirling sab from behind, knocking him flat, the horse 
passing over him. The horses gentleness prevented hooves from making 
contact and the sab was unhurt though shaken. Charges are being pressed. 

Some day a neck or back will be broken instead of a shoulder 
dislocated, or a panicked horse will put its hoof on a head or a chest. 
The use of horses as weapons must always be reported and charges 
pressed, even if there are no injuries and conviction seems a remote 
possibility, in the hope that even a brush with the law will act as a 
deterrent and lesson chances of future serious injury or death. 
EDIHBURGH/STIHLING HS 









